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REPRINTS 
Announcing for August: The new series of Famous Dog Stories at $1.00 - Grosset & Dunlap 


Atkinson, Eleanor - GREYFRIARS BOBBY Lathrop, West - JUNEAU THE SLEIGH DOG 
Curwood, James Oliver - KAZAN London, Jack - CALL OF THE WILD 
Dunn, J. Allan - BORU London, Jack - WHITE FANG 
Grew, David - THE WILD DOG OF EDMONTON O'Brien, Jack - SILVER CHIEF 
Kjelgaard, Jim - BIG RED Olivant, Alfred - BOB, SON OF BATTLE 
Knight, Eric - LASSIE COME-HOME Saunders, Marshall - BEAUTIFUL JOE 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (4-6) 
Nura Harper 
THE KITTEN WHO LISTENED $1.50 


A fetching little tale about a string of fine names and how the names and the 
kitten came together. Although no one in the family - Mr. Levering, Mrs. Levering, Broth- 
er William, Cousin Emma, the Twins and even the milkman - owned a cat, each one had a 
special name for the cats they would own some day - and they argued loudly and long, each 
one claiming his name to be the best. However, when the kitten without a home listened 
and heard all the names at once, he knew he had found a proper home and a wonderful dis- 
tinguished name - "Nip-Cat, Sing-Song, Kitty-Penny, Meow, Nicodemus-Alexander, Jeremiah- 
Longfellow, Pink-Foot, Nuisance Levering". Nineteen pictures, twelve in two colors, nine 
in black and white by the author - beautifully designed but perhaps a bit too fussy for 
children. However, on the whole a charming surprise book. Paper over board with cloth 
strip. (August) 


Blanck, Jacob with Houghton, Mifflin 
Louis Slobodkin THE KING AND THE NOBLE BLACKSMITH $2.25 


The team that did Jonathan and the Rainbow with a somewhat less successful re- 
vamping of a familiarly patterned folk tale. An 8-year old King was finding life very 
boring. He couldn't do arithmetic, and he didn't like the things his Counsellors ordered. 
When a crow flew away with his crown, nobody could get him to drop it, until the village 
blacksmith used his powerful voice to frighten the crow into opening his beak. Then came 
the problem of the reward, and the Counsellors managed to cheat the poor man out of his 
gold. The King took things into his own hands, appointed the blacksmith Counsellor of all 
the King's Counsellors and special Counsellor of the King's Fishing. And off they went 
together. Amusing enough - with a somewhat original twist - but the illustrations in 
Slobodkin's unique handling of color and line, seem a bit haphazard and off register in 
reproduction. Nonetheless - well above run-of-the-mill. Cloth. (8/31) 


Bryant, Bernice Houghton, Mifflin 
FOLLOW THE LEADER $1.25 


* Butch proved quite a problem in play school, where he showed that he knew noth- 
ing about group activities and play. He wanted to be the boss - and the result was that 
he was left to himself. A bitter lesson, this, but well-learned, and soon Butch found 
that school was more fun when he was on the giving rather than the taking end. Very 
charming pictures which virtually tell the story for the younger children, and a manu- 
script type which takes it out of easy reading, but is at one with the illustrations, 
both by Beryl Bailey-Jones. Cloth. (8/31) 
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Norman, Charles Harper 
MR, UPSTAIRS AND MR, DOWNSTAIRS $1.75 











Sleepy time stories by the author of the fine teen-age biography of Shakespeare, 
and some adult biographies. Sparkling, fresh stories, attuned to a child's perspective, in 
the companionable adventures of Jane Jonquil and her father, and in tales and verses filled 
with the enchantment of pretending when the might-be-true becomes true. There's true ad- 
venture (rescuing a wounded starling, watching the Christmas tree go up in the square, 
feeding birds and squirrels); there are wonderful. stories of a flying wooden horse, the 
title story, poems, and clever illustrations by Margaret Bloy Graham. (Sept.) efi 6 


Harper 
T-BONE; The Baby Sitter $1.75 















Newberry, Clare Turlay 











A cat baby sitter falling in and out of grace forms the latest framework for 24 
marvelous Newberry cat pictures. T-Bone, the cat who sat, watched, purred and even pushed 
baby's swing was trusted until she felt naughty and raised kittenhood ructions about the 
house. T-Bone is banished but Baby's grief brings her back. Boards. (Sept.) 









Chase, Richard 





Houghton, Mifflin 
JACK AND THE THREE SILLIES $2.00 







* A new Jack Tale-which is Open Sesame to anyone familiar with the original col-— 
lection of American folk yarns - and with the subsequent Grandfather Tales. To the many 
who have heard Richard Chase telling stories the lilt of the words and the tone of voice 

in which they should be said come vividly to mind as one reads. The story this time is a 
mountain people version of a familiar folk legend, of foolish Jack who took the cow to mar- 
ket- and by progressively sillier decisions and exchanges came home with a stone to hold 
the door in place. The new twist comes in his wife's search for three sillier people than 
Jack. Fun to read- fun to tell- and the Joshua Tolford illustrations in pencil and in 
color, doublespread with text on every page, are just right for the story. They have humor 
and a certain casual charm, Cloth. (8/31) 













Landbeck, Beatrice Wm. Sloane 
with Edw. B. Marks 
SONGS TO GROW ON $2.95 














A collection of American folk songs for children from three to twelve with ex- 
planatory text and rhythm band arrangements. A singing range within every child's ability, 
simple piano settings, and gay illustrations make this a pleasant addition to the music 
library. The songs are divided into five groups, graded within each group. The old favor-~ 
ites are here as well es regional songs - all with a heavy, dance rhythm- Old Adam, The 
Crawfish Man, The Frog and the Mouse, The Blue Tail Fly, some Christmas and winter songs, 
I've Been Working on the Railroad, Whoopie Ti-Yi-Yo, The Mocking Bird, etc. are wonderful 
group songs. This would be a good item for camps and schools. Handsome format and illus- 
trations by David Stone Martin. Cloth. (Publ.) 


EASY READING 


Tousey, Sanford Doubleday 
: HORSEMAN HAL , $1.50 


This for the television-comics audience, demanding more and better Westerns for 
the second and third grade level. Tousey rarely misses, so this is surely popular. Wine | 
year old Hal had a pet donkey, but yearned for a horse of his om. Here's the story of 

@ how he earned the right to one,- proving his markmanship when he killed a chicken hawk in 
flight, proving his ability to handle a cow pony on a difficult chase. There are all the 
ingredients here; cowboy stuff, rustlers, and so on. Author illustrations. (8/17) 
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Mason, Miriam E. Houghton, Mifflin 
THE GRAY-NOSED KITTEN $2.00 


Thin-spun story of the fourth kitten that nobody wanted, and of how he ran away 
and found a home for himself. But he had plenty of adventures finding it and the climax 
of the story comes when he climbs a tree and can’t get down and the whole commnity gath- 
ers to offer advice and help. The Mayor and the Fire Department combine and the gray- 
nosed kitten comes down. The pictures by Marie Nichols are very uneven in quality. She's 
much better on her kittens than her humans. Cloth. (8/31) 


Beim, Jerrold Morrow 
COUNTRY TRAIN $2.00 


* A welcome Beim addition to the first reading group in which there have been, un- 
fortunately, so many tasteless vocabulary exercises. Again the story is geared to the in- 
terests of active, explorative children; the presentation is essentially dramatic - in- 
viting reading aloud with expression; the format is generally bright and attractive. Sam 
loved Old Putt, a country train with a smoke stack that billowed great clouds of smoke up to 
the delighted children on the bridge. But when the slick streamlined Train of Tomorrow 
comes to town Old Putt is cast into the background. There is a glimpse from the bridge 
of the famous double decker but 01d Putt comes along and shows that it can do things the 
new train can't. Bright vigorous pictures by Leonard Shortall, but the young train fan 
may clamor for more train pictures - bigger and brighter. (8/2) 


Lattimore, Eleanor Frances Morrow 
CHRISTOPHER AND HIS TURTLE v $2.00 


The author of /ndigo Hill has written another appealing little story for small 
children about a busy morning excursion of a five-year-old in New Orleans. Christopher, 
confined to his home on St. Denis Street under the watchful eye of Queen, the maid, while 
his big brother Larry traveled to school, slips out with his turtle, Merry Christmas, to 
entertain a wide-eyed little girl across the street - also wistfully yearning beyond home 
boundaries. But the straight line to Antonia's house degenerates into a very wiggly line 
as Christopher is plunged into the bustling sounds, smells and colors of town. A mix-up 
with a line of school children, some new acquaintances, a horrid moment when his turtle 
is snatched up by a pigeon, a lunch with a nice lady and a baby - all this Christopher 
accepts with interested concern. Finally the adventurer is returned and big brother and 
Christopher visit Antonia. A happy, fresh little book with piquant sketches by the auth- 
or. Possible for second year reading. (9/6) wv 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- Fiction 


Meadowcroft, Enid LaMonte Crowell 
TEXAS STAR $2.00 


Indians, the Rangers and Texas, in this period story set in Austin about 1845. 
The Blake children, Andrew, Linda and little Peter, who took the long journey from Yonkers, 
New York, to join their parents in Texas, find their home cosy and the dramatic life on 
the plains exciting. And Andy can hardly wait to grow up and join the Rangers from whom 
he learns the dangers of the wilds and the ever-present threat of the Indians. Thanks to 
the skills he has learned from the Rangers, Andy is able to rescue Peter from the Indians 
although they escape with Texas Star, Andy's horse. The return of the horse, a celebra- 
tion, as the lone Star State joins the Union, and a glorious ride with the Rangers ends 
the book. Not primarily a horse book, but a little more meat than the average Western. 
Pictures by Lloyd Coe. (September) 
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Doubleday 
WE MERRILY PUT TO SEA $2.50 





DuBois, Theodora 

























The nearest thing to an American Arthur Ransome story I've read- and very good 
reading it is. The three Scott children,- Martin, who was 13, the middle one, Mary, and 
principally Jerry, because he was the one who had most of the ideas, and a stubborn de- 
termination to get his way,- these three were precipitated into a situation which had a 
happy ending when they met their grandfather in Branford Harbor, and he took them on for 
& Fall cruise on inland waterways to Florida. Nobody dreamed that he would be taken iil 
at Portsmouth - and the children on their own set off for St. Augustine. Adventure and 
nonsense - but a good sailing yarn. (8/2) 


Bishop, Claire Huchet Houghton, Mifflin 
CHRISTOPHER THE GIANT $1.50 


This launches a new series of lives of the saints, with a reverent, thoroughly | 
readable life of a popular saint, patron of travelers. His story is a familiar one, in a 
the best tradition of giant legends, and through the centuries has been embroidered with | 
details. Claire Bishop ( Pancakes-Paris, etc.) has handled her material, telling it as | 
straight story, as Christopher, first known as Rabrab, kept moving on seeking the ruler j 
who feared naught, was most powerful of all. He served an earthly emperor; then the 
devil himself; finally the Christ, unseen and demanding only the lowliest of labors, 
carrying travelers across the stream. Then comes the ultimate test, and Rabrab finds 
that the burden which weighed him down was the Christ himself. He becomes a Christian, 
and withstands the pressures applied to him, and at the end converts the Emperor Decius 
and reputedly 8000 of his subjects. The story is illustrated by Berkeley Williams, in 
color and line. Cloth bound. (8/8) 


Kyle, Elisabeth Houghton, Mifflin — 
, WEST WIND $2.50 a 


Mystery-adventure of the sea and islands off the west coast of Scotland- a oil 
of smuggling and black marketeering, of a suave gangster and his ruffianly crew and the j 
islanders persuaded by promise of bounty. Two children, the boy who loves the island whi 
has been his holiday home always, and the girl cousin whom he thinks a bit of a nuisance, 
and who turns out to be almost as good as another boy,- together they get into plawsy of 
excitement in exploring the mystery of the changed islanders. Eventually, there's a res: 
cue and a number of close calls of danger, before the smugglers are brought to boot. The 
Berkeley Williams' illustrations are very poor. (8/31) 


, Furman, A. L.- fd Lantern Press): 
YOUNG READERS ADVENTURE STORIES $2.5¢ 
Another collection of readable quickies - valuable for tempting the non-readej 
and the active boy. The adventures here are of the might-happen, close-to-home variety — 
a dash in a camp canoe, fire fighting in a tractor, a Boy Scout rescue of some sea COWS — 
@ capture of robbers, a race against time in apple picking, and some amusing animal st 
ies. The familiar line up of authors includes many well-known writers for boys - Trvigih | 
Crump, Charles Coombs, Adolph Regli and T. Morris Longstreth. Illustrations by Richard 


Osborne. (7/10) ‘ 


Rush, Williem Marshall Longmans, Gre® 
DUFF - The Story of a Bear $2. 














A bear's~-eye view of life in the wilds - unusual, although there is more nel 
interest value here than natural science. Duff, a black bear of generally pleasant di, 
position matures from a green yearling to the biggest bear in the woods. Between cub © 
colossus, however, Duff has adventures - evading traps and Web Doone, a hunter who hat i 
bears, acquiring a mate with the wanderlust, fighting with other big bears, and hibery a 
ing for the long winter sleeps. Although each bear is named, the reader is not hothegiy 
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by the personification element, and Duff's equable nature seems wholly credible. Tllus- 
trations by C. D. Christensen. (Sept.) 





Morrow 


Friedman, Frieda 
CAROL FROM THE COUNTRY Vv $2.00 
The author of Sundae with Judy and Dot for Short again uses a city background- 
this time as a catalyst in the social adjustment of a lonely youngster from the country. 
Eleven-year-old Carol Clark, uprooted with her parents and the eight-year-old twins, from 
a quiet, happy life in the country where she was secure in the possession of a house, a 
friend and compliments on her paintings, is miserable when the family is forced into the 
midst of noisy, crowled New York City. Angrily Carol fights off the attempts of her 
neighbors to make friends - no pretty quiet girls or well-mannered boys. And Betsy, who 
was pretty and quiet, thought she was a Snob! It is not the prize for a painting in the 
library contest which brings her popularity as she supposed, but a spontaneous act of 
kindness which finally opens the gates of social acceptance to Carol. Again as in the 
other books, the city children are the prototypes of a sociologist's dream- socially 
conscious, eager to group and unreservedly cordial to strangers. However, in spite of 
this artifical touch, the background is real and appealing, and Carol's change of heart 
can be easily accepted. Sketches by Mary Barton. (9/6) /Y 


Wilson, Leon Franklin Watts 
THIS BOY CODY $2.50 


** This sparkling story of a Cumberland mountain family in Tennessee is a joyous 
experience - warm, humorous, rib-tickling. In the genial, intimate style of the mountain 
talk - "hang on now, and I'll tell you all about it" - the author spins out the story of 
Cody, triumphantly ten, who on his birthday boasts that he's a "ring-tailed tooter" and 
can lick anything. In spite of the taunts of his sister Omalia, seven, Cody feels his 
oats, throwing his ten years of exuberance into a house-raising with his parents, Milt 
and Callie, Omalia, and the neighbors; into a bee tracing; a spooky, spoofing dream- 
adventure; a day with head tickling riddles; and a house-warming. Throughout there is 
the sunny serenity of good-natured people working together; Milt and Callie are dream- 
parents, young, spirited, easy going; and both the prose and the fine illustrations by 
Ursula Koering catch the magic of the bustling, lovely county. Altogether "a ring-tailed 
tooter" of a book. The author a find! (8/18) 


Burgan, John Winston 
MARTIN BUTTERFIELD $2.50 


Mild naughty doings of the Henry Aldrich variety, complete with stuffy lawyer 
father and softly sighing mother. Martin Butterfield, fresh from an undistinguished 
career in the fourth grade, punctuates his summer with enterprising little schemes - out- 
witting father, catching a snake in a clothes basket, selling magazines by pretending 
family poverty, cheating his pal Sparky out of a trip to Washington, and general monkey 
shines. However, the author is more amsed at the story than the reader - there is too 
much wheezing and sighing from the father, too mech maternal head-shaking. Amusing enough 
but no substitute for Mark Twain or even the recent Herbert (See report on P.205). (9/1) 

EIGHT TO ELEVEN- Non- Fiction 


Thompson, Jeff Hart 
PENCIL PASTIMES $1.00 


Hard to distinguish these game books, one from another, but the identifying 
mark here is that every inclusion demands a pencil. There are quizzes, word games, cross- 
word puzzles, cartoons, memory tests, pictures to color, and so on. Good companion for 
travel- for convalescence, etc. The text is simple enough for the second grader to puzzle 
it out for himself, a great help to harassed parents. 200 illustrations. Paper. (Publ.) 
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Franklin, George Cory Houghton, Mifflin 
WILD ANIMALS OF THE SOUTHWEST $2.50 


The author of Wild Animals of the Five Rivers Country has established himself 
as today's successor to Ernest Thompson Seton, with more claim to soundly scientific ma- 
terial. Against a beloved and familiar background of the western mountains, and intimate 
knowledge of wild life, he tells true and might-be-true stories of animals of the region. 
In this collection of fifteen stories, he includes stories of a fox, a pair of beavers, 

a buffalo calf, a panther, a lynx, a bighorn sheep, two grizzlies, a wolf, a badger (this 
one of the best yarns), a porcupine, a mle deer, an elk - and two of man's creatures 
gone wild, a dog and a goat. Delightfully illustrated by L.D. Cram. (8/8) 


Zim, Herbert S. Morrow 
OWLS $2.00 


* Another in this very successful nature series, this little book about the banjo- 
eyed birds and birdlets a delight. Not only is material included about the general dis- 
tribution, migration, breeding and diet, etc. but also a spellbinding section dealing 
with physiology of the great, staring eyes and the influence of the owl's eye structure 
and extraordinary neck rotation on its hunt for food. The illustrations of owls on the 
prowl and at home are stunning, and the handsome reproachful-looking owls on the cover 4 
is an eye-catcher. A must for the bird lovers, nature crew and the general public. (8/23) | 


Brewster, Benjamin Franklin Watts 
THE FIRST BOOK OF INDIANS $1.50 


A simplified presentation of Indian life, yesterday and today, beginning with 
the theories as to origin and an overall portrait- location, habits, tribal organization. 
The author then introduces the Sioux of South Dakota, the Makah of Washington, the Zuni 
of New Mexico, and the contemporary Navahos of an Arizona reservation - each through 4 
representative of the tribe. He follows his young Indians through the hunting, fighting, 
play and village life, and makes no attempt to soft-pedal the plight of the reservation 
Indian today. He shows their poverty through lack of adequate machinery, discrimination 
off reservation, general apathy of the country at large. His presentation in general 
might be more dramatic, less expository, but an enormous amount of material is concentra- 
ted into limited space. Ursula Koering has made full color and black and white illustra- 
tions of Indians, details of life, etc. (Sept.) 


Cormack, M.B. Franklin Watts 
THE FIRST BOOK OF STONES $1.50 


* Long-awaited and mich needed "first" in this field, this manual for identify- 
ing and collecting stones. All in all a satisfying production, and the need for more 
tables and charts for quick reference is partially made up by an extensive and detailed 
index. Unusual coverage and handling of a complicated and difficult subject. Beginning 
with an experimental test of identification of quartz, feldspar, mica and calcite, he 
then goes on to discuss many types of minerals, rocks and ore, indicating in each case 
the characteristics, tests, origin and geographical location. Pudding stone, breccia, 
shale, chalk, coal, marble, limestone and sandstone changes, turquoise, salt, gold are 
among the types included. Suggestions are made for collecting tools, exhibition cases, 
and exploratory field strips. Handsome pictures by Paul Wenck are functional as well 
as decorative. A must for libraries, schools, camps. (Sept.) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN ~— Fiction 


Armstrong, Matt Doubleday 
TURTLE RIVER FILLY $2.50 


Ramey Stone is horse crazy, a prevalent disease in today's youth. He even 
dreamed about horses, in particular an exquisite black filly, named Bonnie Bee. The de- 
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velopments, as Bonnie Bee materializes, goes up for sale, and Ramey, with his father's 
aid, becomes her owner, will be thoroughly satisfying to others afflicted with the same 
malady. Ramey is quite a lad, and in the main his luck- plus hard work- bring fitting 
results. He has one bad setback, when Bonnie Bee is beaten by a muddy track- plus a 
bit of chicanery on the part of a competitor in the trotting races. But when Ramey 
proves his sterling worth - rescues the filly from a blazing stable - and turns down 
too easy a gift, there is still a test of speed ahead. And of course Bonnie Bee wins 
out, and saves the family fortunes. Good entertainment value and substantial background 
material on conditioning a horse for racing. But Ramey is almost too good to be true, 
and the story outline is predictable at almost every turn. The one really novel angle 
is wedged in and never quite a piece of the story- and that is the incident of the ice 
cutting contest between Tom, Ramey's best friend, and their mutual enemy. (8/2) 


Doubleday 


Fenton, Edward 
HIDDEN TRAPEZES $2.50 

A circus story, despite the fact that most of the action takes place in a 
boarding house for ex-circus folk, run by the one-time glamorous snake charmer. Robin 
is taken to Brooklyn and leftthere when his uncle, sole survivor of the family trapeze 
troupe, rejoins the circus, warning Robin that he mast keep feet on the ground. But 
Robin is air minded (in the trapeze artist sense) and every spare moment is spent in the 
practice room rigged up behind the bakery, where an ex-trapeze man trains him to per- 
fection. There are some amusing incidents as the panorama of the boarding house un- 
folds; a pet snake goes down the drain- or so they think; the maid of all work has her 
life career cut out for her when she compensates for a lost husband by devoting her 
abilities to training a pair of seals; and various members of the household milk their 
soft-hearted landlady down to her last cent. Robin- through a circus man - and his own 
act- saves the day, and the story ends with Robin and the seals in their chosen niche 
of circus fame, and the boarding house safe again in its lady's hands. One could wish 
that illustrations had been omitted completely, for those supplied by Raisie Lonette 
are so bad that they will definitely hurt a very good story. (8/17) 

2‘ 
Ball, Zachary Holiday House 
JOE PANTHER $2.50 


Excursion boating in the Florida waters, a hurricane and smuggling are exciting 
elements in this story of a courageous and Alger-honest-Seminole Indian boy. Ever since 
Joe Panther could remember, the thing he wanted as mich as an education was to work on 
one of the beautiful excursion boats which took parties out for deep-sea fishing. Fi- 
nally, in spite of the surly hatred of the mate Rocky, Joe manages to secure a position 
on Captain Harper's boat after fighting and killing an eleven foot alligator for the 
captain's brother. Although belabored by Rocky, Joe, by his hard work and quick think- 
ing which saves a guest from seriously wounding herself on the fish lines, and saving 
a baby from drowning wins the admiration of the captain. Finally Joe discovers Rocky's 
illegal activities and after meeting near death in a hurricane gets his reward. An old 
strain, but plenty of action on sea and in swamps. Illustrations by Elliott Means. 


(9/15) 


Kjelgaard, Jim Holiday House 
CHIP: The Dam Builder $2.50 


* A spell-binder of a book - informative and compelling - in a holding tale of 
wilderness wild life. When men destroyed the beaver colony in search for pelts, Chip, 
wise old veteran of the streams, escapes downstream and through the woods to find anoth- 
er stream and build another home, is reunited with his old mate and begins another 
colony. In the meantime there are enemies - Wraith, the horned owls who hunted for the 
kits, Glare the lynx, Shuffle the bear and Ripple the Otter- and harmless visitors to 
the pool - Trim the deer and her fawn, King the trout, and other beavers building their 
own dams, starting new colonies. The beaver colonies affected the human life in the 
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valley. It is Jed Hale who loves the valley and realizes the value of the beavers' work 
who protects the animals from intruding hunters. A gripping, exciting glimpse of the 
habits of wilderness life. Authentic sketches by Ralph Ray. (9/15) 


Allen, Merritt Parmelee Longmans, Green 
MAKE WAY FOR THE BRAVE: /he Oregon Quest $2.50 


The story of an expedition to the Oregon territory in the 1830's - Indians, wild 
animals and fluctuations in the fortunes of fur-trading .Sixteen-year-old Red Dakin, orphan- 
ed by the death of his mother and trapper father, although a seasoned “mountain man" in 
the Missouri territory, elects to join the expedition of Easterner Nathaniel Wyeth to 
Oregon. Left with no personal possessions when he was set upon by the villainous and 
cowardly Mike Boyer, Red finds that the Wyeth outfit is a profitable proposition for there 
is money in fur trade in the wilds of Oregon. The expedition penetrates to the mouth of ' 
the Columbia River after struggles avoiding Indians, wild animals and vicious insect bites. . 
A number of narrow escapes in which he is aided by an Indian friend, a return trip to Ore- 
gon with Wyeth, and final revenge on Mike Boyer leave Red established with the dream of 
settling Oregon. Authentic detail, but could be narrower in coverage - as it is it is, 
too slight on characterization and plot development. (8/23) 


Hubbard, Margaret Ann Macmillan 
CROSSWIND CANYON $2.50 


A mystery-adventure set in the Badlands of South Dakota. Fourteen-year old 
Steve Austin is boarding in town during the school year with Dr. Joe and his daughter 
Joelle, aged twelve, and Peter Hapolak. He wants to fly under the tutelage of Thunder 
Jones, veteran pilot, but Steve's father, living on the cattle ranch in the Badlands, for- 
bids it. Joelle discovers a mysterious stranger, however, in the snows of the Badlands. 
When some of Mr. Austin's cattle are stolen, and Peter's sheep herding father is taken 
ill during a blizzard, Steve finds he must use his flying skill to rescue Peter's father 
and with the help of Joelle and Peter to solve the cattle rustling mystery. A happy end- 
ing with the rustlers caught, the lonesome stranger revealed, and Steve's father with a 
change of heart. Some exciting chases through the snow with sled dogs to interest the 


dog and adventure lovers. (Sept.) 


Macmillan 


Longstreth, T. Morris 
SHOWDOWN $2.50 

Basketball and adventure set in northern Canada in this implausible yarn about 
an airplane accident, camping out, and Indians. Nicky Rowel, seventeen-year-old Canadian 
high-schooler hopes to have a career in natural history and nature study, but fights to 
be placed on the varsity basketball team so that he may take the plane trip with the team 
to northern Canada to play a game. However, although he is not included and is forbidden 
by his parents to go, Nicky hides as a stowaway, and is able to rescue most of the boys 
when the plane crashes. His knowledge of nature aids the boys and sick pilot in living 
in the wilderness and some diplomacy when a criminal Indian kidnaps one of the boys. An 
agreeable enough tale, although the Indians are portrayed as unusually simple-minded, and 
the boys’ white supremacy attitude is unpleasantly Blimpian. (Sept. ) 


Scholz, Jackson Morrow 
KEYSTONE KELLY $2.50 


Cracking under the stigma of being a bonus rookie, delays the flight of this 
hero from busher to big leaguer, in this routine baseball yarn. Bill Kelly, promising 
young second baseman, is signed by the New York Titans for their farm club, the Pelicans, 
and is given a $25,000 bonus which his father threatens to return if the boy does not make 
good. Working under this responsibility, Bill attempts to improve his play, appease the 
fans riding him because of his gilt edge, and thwart the chicanery of Tip Larkin, a school- 
day enemy, an opposing pitcher. When he is at last sent to the big league team, and then 
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almost at once sent back Bill faces his darkest moments when he learns his father has re- 
turned his bonus. However, the lightened responsibility has a surprising effect and Bill 
fights his way back to the big leagues. Dependable baseball. (8/23) 


Brier, Howard M. Random House 
SHORTSTOP SHADOW $2.50 


Although the baseball boys in this one are in college, the mechanical plot and 
elementary characterizations place it in the very light category for this age group. 
Randy Barlow, sophomore reserve shortstop on the top team at Western U., does some de- 
tective work when his idol, Pooch Wilson, senior and top-notch short-stop on the team, is 
disqualified for playing semi-pro baseball in the summer under an assumed name. Randy 
suspects that Pooch spent his summer elsewhere, but as Pooch is silent on the subject, 
there is nothing to do but investigate. A trip to an abandoned mine, some old snapshots 
and eavesdropping on suspicious characters, help to clear Pooch and crack a gambling ring. 
Illustrations by Jay Hyde Barnum. (September) & 


Fenner, Phyllis- fd Franklin Watts 
INDIANS, INDIANS, INDIANS $2.50 


* Another stunning collection of stories to complement the recent Cowboys, Cow- 
y Cowboys Again the material is selected with an eye to rounding out the subject; 
again the stories are tight, compact, full of action. Jim Kjelgaard, Merritt P. Allen, 
Cornelia Meigs, Armstrong Sperry, Elizabeth Coatsworth and LeGrand are among the authors 
represented. Although most of the stories deal with Indian-white wars - from both points 
of view, there are glimpses of the Indians as hunters, peacemakers, and friends. All but 
one of the stories (LeGrand's Augustus Meets His First Indian) have their settings in the 
past - both in East and West. These stories would make excellent supplementary reading 
in American history. Again Manning de V. Lee pictures. (8/18) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- Non-fiction 


Ansley, Delight Crowell 
THE GOOD WAYS $2.50 


* An inspiring and comprehensive book, not only packed with information in the 
field of comparative religion, but an enriching story of man's search for God. After a 
discussion of the theories of the origin of the religious impulse and overt expressions 
in ceremonies, in which it is seen that all religions are roads to the same goal - the 
divine Unknown - the author proceeds to investigate the great religious fountainheads of 
religious traditions - the Egyptians, Jews, Greeks, Hindus, Buddhists, Chinese, Moham- 
medans, and Christians. In each case the author clarifies these organizations and in- 
stitutions in the present day and correlates similar elements in each, tracing the roots 
to other traditions and great leaders in religion and philosophy. In days when religious 
understanding is essential to cooperation between groups, a book of this sort which 
points up similarities rather than differences, is a valuable addition to studies in 
contemporary civilization. Highly recommended for Sunday schools, youth groups and 
schools. (September) 


Neyhart, Louise Houghton, Mifflin 
HENRY FORD, ENGINEER $2.75 


A straightforward story of a remarkable career - typical American success story 
in the old tradition. The biographer has given the reader a thoroughly credible and well 
authenticated story of the step by step progress, from a not too successful scholastic 
record, through his experiences learning shop techniques from the bottom up, his constant 
side tracking of the job in hand while he experiments with ideas and theories, his event- 
ual winning support - in faith and more tangible forms - and a chance to prove that an 
inexpensive horseless carriage can be built, and manufactured on a quantity basis. Almost 
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from the start, Henry Ford was convinced that quantity production was the answer; and 
furthermore that this would be achieved best with labor on an 8-hour basis, with various 
guards to security (then considered coddling the laboring class). The first half of the | 
book is by far the most interesting; the last half seems more or less a recital of achieve- | 
ments and progress, with little of setbacks or struggle. While not an unrelievedly lauda- 
tory biography, this certainly avoids the pitfalls of controversial issues, and Ford emer- 
ges as a great man, a great American, a benefactor of mankind. (Louise Neyhart's earlier 
book, Henry's Lincoln, was published by Holiday House.) Joshua Tolford illustrations in 
black and white wash are effective, informative and decorative- a great asset to the 

book. (8/31) 


























Lomax, Stan & Stanley, Dave- fds Lantern Press 
A TREASURY OF BASEBALL HUMOR $3.00 | 


Grab bag anthology, really for young adults, but many in this age group will 
love it. Sure fire in popularity; uneven in quality. Some of the baseball classics are 
here (Lardner's 4/1bi Ike, among others). There's entertaining early sportscasting. 
There are a few unfortunate parodies and cartoons that may not click. In the line-up 
you'll find Nunnally Johnson, Heywood Broun, Ogden Nash, Grantland Rice, John McGraw, | 
Irwin Shapiro, Ruark, Meany, Benchley and others. Dependable market. (7/17) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS i 


The following titles from the 12-15 section should also have appeal for this group:- | 


Kjelgaard, Jim - CHIP: Zhe Dam Builder (Holiday House-$2.50) P.356 
Scholz, Jackson - KEYSTONE KELLY (Morrow-$2.50) 357 
Sherman, Edith Bishop Doubleday 

BRIGHT COLLEGE YEAR $2.50 


Jan Jones had come a long way from Iowa to college in New England (composite 
of Smith and Wellesley - called Marlham in the story) - but that first year was a welter 
of new emotions, new experiences, and temperamental seesaw. This is a first rate college 
story, without any dominant central theme, but with all the factors that go to make up 
Freshman year in due balance,- friends and enemies, class work, extra curricular activi- 
ties, interclass rivalries, class politics, dates, football games and proms, term papers 
and examinations, fears and triumphs, bull sessions and the ever new surprise in finding 
that people aren't always what they seem on first impression. There's a slender thread 
of plot, the suspense about Jan's little blind sister, about her getting a scholarship, 
about Kent and whether she can really know her mind and heart so soon. Better written- 
cutting deeper than the average girls' college story. (8/2) 


Harper, Martha Barnhart Longmans, Green 
WINTER WEDDING $2.50 


There's gentle charm and wholesomeness and evidence of meticulous documentation 
in the atmosphere and period detail of this quiet love story of the years following the 
Civil War. Belle Barnhart, daughter of a Pennsylvania farmer, takes the position of a 
teacher in a one-room schoolhouse in Davenport, Iowa. At first she lives with relatives, 
later with friends, and soon attracts the attention of two youths, Will Munson, handsome 
and irresponsible, and Sam Orris, gauche but pure sterling underneath. The plot turns 
and twists with Belle's vacillations, until she finally settles for the ugly duckling. 
Her life is filled with homemaking, teaching, acquiring new points of view through meeting 
new people, in new surroundings. There's an Emerson lecture- a ride in the Iron Horse, 
theatres, parties, county fairs, and reflection of the political and social changes of 
the period. Pleasant reading in the even pace of a family novel, but one could wish that 
Belle herself could have been a bit more complicated. Not as moving a story as the auth- 


or's Bittersweet. (87/23) l/ iS 
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Carroll, Curt Morrow 
THE GOLDEN HERD $3.00 


A cowboy story from an odd corner of history, Shelby's attempt to enlist de- 
feated Confederate soldiers to serve under Maximilian in Mexico. Carl had come to Texas 
with his parents, and after his mother's death, they had moved to their own land on the 
Nueces. He learned riding and roping from the Spanish Julian, made friends of Mexicans, 
picked up odd jobs with wealthy ranchers, lost out in his love for Julia Allerby to his 
rival, the fiery Bryan Boswell. With the Civil War, Carl is delivering beef to the Con- 
federates, is caught and imprisoned. With the war's end, Bryan joins Shelby in Mexico; 
the Allerbys decide to go along - and Carl rides with them and saves them when Mexican 
insurrectionists threaten their lives. A bit of the real West. (For fuller report see 


P. 341.) (8/23) 


Herbert, Arthur Rinehart 
BUGLES IN THE NIGHT $2.50 


High style action plus the drama of human relations, above and beyond the usual 
run of Westerns. Major Bonesteele driven by jealousy, sends Captain Sain into a death 
trap when he orders him to carry the war to the Indians. A second detail is sent out- 
and the fort evacuated in their absence. Sain saves the second expedition and gets help 
through to Bonesteele's beleaguered group. A portrait of white men worse than red, and 
women taking over much of the story. Dangerous times in the Southwest. For full report 
see P. 343) (8/31) 

NON FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


The following titles in the 12-15 section should also appeal to this group:- 


Ansley, Delight - THE GOOD WAYS (Crowell-$2.50) P. 357 
Lomax & Stanley - A TREASURY OF BASEBALL HUMOR (Lantern Press-$3.00) 358 
Neyhart, Louise - HENRY FORD, ENGINEER (Houghton, Mifflin-$2.75) 357 


Eaton, Jeanette Morrow 
GANDHI: Fighter without a Sword $3.00 


A sincere and beautiful book, this biography of one of the world's great spirit- - 
ual leaders, Mohandas Gandhi. The story is simply told, from the days when the boy Mo- 
handas first faced the problem of the British overlordship and tried to eat meat, con- 
trary to his Hindu background. He gave up this experiment - but not his determination 
to fight the inequities of British rule. He carried this fight to South Africa, and 
there won all sorts of legal victories in the recalling of discriminatory rules. He re- 
turned to India- to awaken the Congress Party to the vital necessity of making India 
strong enough to resist the British by peaceful means. He taught the difficult role of 
non violence. He fasted when his own people betrayed that philosophy. He fasted when 
the British proved recalcitrant. He weakened his physical frame, but his spirit, his in- 
fluence grew, until he became a legend, a force. This is a human picture of Gandhi, the 
man; it is more- for it reflects that spiritual strength that made him the great leader 
he was. (8/2) ; : 

: FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Ellson, Hal Scribner 
TOMBOY $2.75 


A recreational therapist with juveniles has based this so-called novel on auth- 
entic material. Not pleasant reading, this is a compelling understatement of a tragedy 
of youth. "Tomboy", leader of a gang, can take care of herself, from mgging a drink to 
being a match for most of the boys. A sordid home environment is partly responsible for 
deep antagonism to her own sex, attempts at masculinity, fear of sexual intimacy. She 
fights a war against society and herself, supported only by gang loyalty and the admira- 
tion of Mick and Lucky. Sensitive-understanding study of delinquency. (Full report page 


336) (7/17) 





